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     We have successfully navigated through the first 
three months of the school year, and though the 
sunny excitement that comes with the beginning of 
every first semester has been replaced by overcast 
skies, focus on the academic road ahead is vital for 
educational success, especially concerning midterm 
exams which are January 22nd, 23rd, and 24th.   
  
At Richmond High School, we strive to provide the 
academic skills to be successful within the halls and 
classrooms of RHS and down the roads of life.  Key 
components to this success include time manage-
ment and college and career preparation.  As busy 
young adults, high school students often find it diffi-
cult to balance schoolwork, extracurricular events, 
work, and family obligations.  Please continue to 
encourage our young adults to focus on manage-
ment and preparation skills they are learning, which 
will not only benefit them on exams but also along 
the roads of their post-secondary educations and 
adult lives. 

 
Andrew Kastl 
Richmond High School Principal 

      
Guaranteed Learning for All Students 

Superintendents Message 
 
Two words . . . Thank you!  On behalf of the over 1,500 preK-12 stu-
dents who attend Richmond Community Schools, over 200 employees 
who work for Richmond Community Schools, and the dozens of commu-
nity organizations that utilize our facilities, the Board of Education and I 
would like to thank the voters in the City of Richmond and Townships of 
Casco, Columbus, Lenox and Richmond for supporting the $38.71 Mil-
lion Bond Proposal on November 5, 2019.  Your approval of this Bond 
sends a message of confidence that the District is on the right track.    
 
The Board of Education and I are committed to the highest level of fiscal 
responsibility and transparency in how the Bond funds are allocated and 
spent.  With the last Bond, the District completed the projects listed in 
the Bond application on time and under budget.  For the past fiscal year, 
the District’s general fund expenses was less than the revenue received.  
Finally, for the past five years I have been Superintendent, the auditing 
firm of Yeo and Yeo has reported an “unqualified” opinion, which is the 
highest level of approval when reviewing the District’s finances.  
 
For months prior to the election, the District posted on its website how 
the Bond funds would be allocated and the projected cost for each pro-
ject listed in the Bond application approved by the Michigan Department 
of Treasury.  Soon, the District will launch an updated website to allow 
the community to see the timeline for completion of each project as well 
as how the Bond funds are spent.  Transparency is our #1 goal. 
 
What’s next?  At the November 25, 2019 Board of Education meeting, 
the Board is expected to approve a resolution on how the bonds will be 
sold, either through a competitive or negotiated process.  Once the reso-
lution is passed by the Board of Education, the process to sell the Bonds 
begins.  The sale of Bonds is expected to happen at the end of January or 
early February.  In addition, the Board will formally approve a contract 
for the construction manager and architect at an upcoming Board 
meeting.  Once these contracts are approved, work can begin on devel-
oping a timeline, the design of the additions and renovations, and pro-
cess to obtain State approval. 
 
The Board and I do not take lightly the amount of money, $38.71 million, 
the community has entrusted to Richmond Community Schools.  Like the 
last Bond, it is our intent to have the Bond project be completed on time 
and under budget.  This is an exciting time for Richmond Community 
Schools and the community we serve.  

 
Sincerely, 
Brian J. Walmsley, Ed.S. 
Superintendent 
 

Upcoming Events- 
 

 

11/27-Thanksgiving Break begins 
12/2 - Classes Resume 
12/6– 12/8 Community Choir Christmas Concert 
12/11- Grade 7-12 Holiday Band Concert 
 



What is New in Career Technical 
Education ? 

Did you know– RHS students have the opportunity to work 
on and operate heavy machinery as part of their class at AIS 
in Richmond? If this interests you, see Mrs. Lepak in the 
RHS counseling office for information. 

Community service is service without pay to a non-profit agency/
organization, an individual, or a group in need. 

 Starting with the class of 2020, students must complete 40 
hours of service and a reflection questionnaire, before May 
1st of their senior year. Service may begin the summer prior 
to a student’s freshmen year. 

 For students enrolled after the first semester of their freshmen 
year, the requirement will be prorated to equal five hours 
times the number of semesters enrolled in Richmond High 
School. 

 Service must be performed outside of school hours unless 
under the supervision of the classroom teacher and directly 
tied to the curriculum. (Service-Learning) 

 All community service must be pre-approved by the commu-
nity service-learning coordinators (The High School Media 
Para-Professionals). 

 All community service must be logged.  Log sheets are avail-
able in the main office or in the high school media center. 

 Childcare/babysitting count only when done for a non-profit 
organization. 

 Helping family members is done out of love and is not con-
sidered community service. 

 

Additional information is available on the RCS website including 
the Community Service Log Form and a list of Community Ser-
vice Opportunities. 

 

 

Get up! First hour, second hour, third hour, more. Sports practice, 

social media, homework, part-time job, life. What are you going to 

be when you grow up? Wait, my English paper is due today. I forgot…

what? Today, our students are busier (and more stressed) than ever.  

According to the American Psychological Association, 59% of teens 

say balancing all their activities causes stress. Forty percent say 

they’re irritable due to stress. Thirty percent say they feel sad or 

depressed because of stress. How can we help? Stress is a normal 

part of life, so learning coping skills in key. In addition to encouraging 

the common sense solutions we often overlook (eat healthy, exer-

cise, and get plenty of sleep), consider promoting mindfulness.  

Check out the Ted Talk “All it Takes is 10 Mindful Minutes.”  Another 

free resource is the app Stop, Breathe & Think, which contains basic 

info about mindfulness and guided sessions. Ten to 15 

minutes per day can reduce stress and improve productiv-

ity. Why not try it yourself? After all, their stress is your 

stress! 

Each week at Richmond High School we    
recognize students who have gone above and 
beyond the expected behavioral standards 
and honor them with Code Blue Honors.  
Winners for the Month were: 
 
Logan Cherry,     Luis Mendez 
Nicole Logge   Jaden Manley 
Paige Thomson   Sofie Ferranti 
Jordan Valentin   Brandon Wagner 

 

  

The Devils Den is excited to announce that it 
will be open to the public on Saturday Dec. 
14th from 10 AM until 2 PM.  Stop by and do 
some Christmas shopping! 



 

 

The RHS Band would like to say thank you to the fami-
lies that participated in the Achatz pie fundraiser.  We 
made the highest profit for the bands in four years! 
Thank you!  
 
We are currently working on music toward our band 
concert on December 11th.  Call time is 5:30pm and the 
concert starts at 7pm. Tickets are on sale for $5 
each.  Visit www.bluedevilsmusic.weebly.com under 
the HS Band tab for a ticket order form.  
 
On November 10-11, over 70 students in Grades 4-12 
participated in The Young Americans Performance 
workshop at RHS. After rehearsing for 2 days, they 
joined 43 students from The Young Americans College 
for Performing Arts in California. They put on a fabu-
lous performance for their friends and family! All stu-
dents performed through singing, dancing, improvisa-
tion, and acting! It was such an AMAZING experience 
for all! Thank you to the Choir Boosters for all of your 
hard work and organization of the event. Thank you to 
all of the parent volunteers and Richmond families that 
opened their homes for these students. Thank you also 
to the many businesses who supported us financially to 
make this event such a huge success  
 

 
          

      We have several students who will be attending 
the 2019 Diversity Summit on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 26th, 2019 at the MISD.  The summit will 
bring students together from across Macomb 
County to discuss  the topic of diversity.   

 
      Caroling at the Santa Parade on Saturday, De-

cember 7th, our High School Choirs will sing 
carols at the Santa Parade in Richmond. Call 
time is 5:20, Performance time is 5:30 pm. 

 
      Yuletide Choir Concert on Tuesday, December 

17th, our choir grades 6-12, will perform in the 
High School Auditorium at 7:00 pm. Tickets are 
$5.00 and will go on sale next week. All money 
will support our choir program. Ticket order 
forms are located in the front office. 

 
      New this year, the Interact Club will be creating 

a "Care Closet" for students in need.  Items col-
lected will be related to personal hygiene:  sham-
poo, soap, toothpaste, deodorant, etc.   They also 
will be collecting food pantry items for Backpack 
Blessings for the Community. 

 
      For the month of December, the Interact Club 

will be collecting new and gently used coats for 
the Macomb Foster Closet.  Donations end 
Wednesday, December 18. 

       Students went on a Wayne State Field trip on Friday to 
see the art department, getting the full college experi-
ence. 

 
       Winter Showcase will be on display the first week of       

December from all Richmond Community Schools. 
 
        Scholastics is coming up, submissions are DUE        

DECEMBER 20TH.  
 
      All art button designs have arrived and are $1 each! 

 

Our Second Quarter is off to a great start and many great things are happening 
at RHS.   With the upcoming holiday seasons quickly approaching we are 
providing opportunities for our students in various capacities to demonstrate 
kindness and empathy towards others.  We have many community outreach 
programs such as Sandy’s Kids, the 3rd Annual Kindness Week and the Interact 
Club Coat Drive for the Holidays, and Care Closet for the Homeless. 
 
It truly is a great privilege to work with such a tremendous staff, student body, 
parents and other community members who also place a high value on educa-
tion.   Our staff has been committed to creating a reputation of excellence and 
look forward to providing another year of outstanding service.  It is an honor to 
be a part of a school culture focused on student learning, a commitment to high 
expectations and the ability to work together to ensure success for each and 
every child.   
Thank you for being a part of our Richmond High School family and working 
with us to provide a great learning experience for every student.   
 
Kind Regards, 
Becky Borwick 

http://www.bluedevilsmusic.weebly.com


 
 
12/3: Girls Basketball vs. Lutheran North 
12/5: Boys Basketball Scrimmage vs. Millington 
12/9: Varsity Bowling vs. Yale (Strikers) 
12/10: Girls Basketball vs. Capac 
12/11: Varsity Bowling at Imlay City (Cedar Lanes) 
12/14: Varsity Wrestling-George Hamblin Invite (Home) 
12/14: Varsity Boys/Girls Basketball-Dave Jackson Tourn. 
12/16: Varsity Bowling vs. Armada (Strikers) 
12/17: Boys Basketball vs. Marine City 
12/17: Girls Basketball at Algonac 
12/18: Varsity Bowling vs. Almont (Strikers) 
12/20: Boys Basketball vs. Fraser 
12/20: Varsity Wrestling at Defiance College 
12/20: Girls Basketball at Imlay City 
 

*Please visit the athletics website for game 
scores, schedules, and  

updates: 
www.rhsbluedevils.com* 

 
Thursday, October 24 
JV Volleyball; vs. Almont HS; 3-0 W 
Varsity Volleyball; vs. Almont HS; 0-3 L 
JV Football; vs. Ortonville-Brandon HS; 30-0 W 
Friday, October 24 
Varsity Football; at Ortonville-Brandon HS; 30-20 W 
Saturday, October 25 
Varsity Cross Country; at MHSAA Regional; Boys: 6th  Girls: 2nd  
Tuesday, October 29 
Freshman Volleyball; vs. Armada; 2-1 W 
JV Volleyball; vs. Armada; 0-3 L 
Varsity Volleyball; vs. Armada; 3-1 W 
Friday, November 1 
Varsity Football; MHSAA District vs. Almont; 20-30 L 
Wednesday, November 6 
Varsity Volleyball; MHSAA District at Marysville; 0-3 L 
 

*Pay-to-Participate for the Winter Athletic Season is 
due by December 6 for RHS and RMS student-athletes 

that are  
competing.* 

 

Student-Athlete’s of the Month 
November 

 
         Adam Verschaeve      Abigail Baczewski 
 Varsity Football and Soccer  Varsity Girl’s Cross Country 

Cross Country State Qualifiers! 



Individuals wishing to have a paper copy of the newsletter can pick them up in the High School main office.  


